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A REPORT TO SUPPORTING MEMBERS  

What’s Inside… 

· Minnesota ANG first operational base… 

· Featured MNANG Personality 

· Meet our Board Members 

Member AAM · Museum Board Meeting 1st Wednesday 
of the month  

On the radar... 
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The Museum can be proud of its accomplishments in 2008. The following is a list of those accom-
plishments.  
· Dick Wiessner, Leo Goodrich, Mark Ness, Rose Hermondson and  the Board of Directors have 

met with numerous governmental agencies and public officials in seeking out property to build 
a new museum. This is an awesome undertaking. Hats off to these good people. 

· With the efforts of your interim director, your museum administrator and board member LaVone 
Weer a new website has been created making it more user friendly for our aviation enthusiasts. 

· Moved along on the Goals of our Strategic Plan - Goal #2 has essentially been accomplished 
with a  the publication of four newsletters a year and an excellent website . 

· The F-16 flown by the 148th FW of Duluth was dedicated May 16th. 
· The museum hosted several organizational “gatherings” at the museum. 
· Numerous school and youth groups have toured the museum under the guidance of 

Stan Christianson and others.. 
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  Keeping the museum open, as we have for over 23 years, has been one of our primary mis-
sions; but in 2008 we have had a very erratic year. We were substantially closed down in August 
and part of September due to the use of the museum in conjunction with the National Republi-
can Convention. On a few other days, security concerns have caused us to remain closed. This 
has made 2008 a challenge.  A mighty thanks goes out to all our volunteers. Even under difficult 
conditions, their efforts keep the Museum running smoothly and successfully.  The Board of 
Directors of the Minnesota Air National Guard Historical Foundation, its dedicated volunteers, 
staff and the personnel of the 133rd AW are the ones who make the museum work. They 
maintain and clean its interior, receive, account for, and maintain the artifacts and aircraft collec-
tion, do the museum administration, raise funds, interface with other museums and related 
organizations, and keep the museum going. And they all do it voluntarily.  It’s all done as a labor 
of love to provide the public with one of the best military museums in the upper Midwest. 
  This has all been done working under the handicap of increased base security since 9/11. Con-
sequently, there has been an intense effort to obtain property close to the MNANG base to relo-
cate the museum and the airpark. 
The museum has an new updated website that offers more information than our past website 
and we are constantly working to make it better and provide more information. 
We have continued to publish 4 newsletters in the past year and have developed an  
e-newsletter increasing the number of pages to the newsletter on the website. 
A number of Board Members and volunteers spent many hours this past year attending meet-
ings in their quest to secure property, to move the location of the museum. It has been long and 
tedious, but it needs to be done. 
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The 934th AW is now located on the site of the 109th Aero Squadron Site of 1921  

Minnesota Air National Guard’s First Operational Base 
Curtis Field at Larpenter and Snelling was probably the first field that the fledgling new 109th 
Aero Squadron flew from, but it was Speedway Field that was its first operational field after 
the unit received its first mission aircraft the - Curtiss “Jenny”. Today Speedway Field is es-
sentially the ramp of the 934th AW and before that the ramp of the Naval Air Station -  
Minneapolis. 

In our library we have two books about the 
109th and one about the personal experi-
ence of Col Jim Michaud during WWII. One 
is titled Spy in the Sky by Hoyt M. Warren 
(WWII pilot in the 109th)  It is a very inter-
esting book about what the 109th did dur-
ing WWII. It is a good read and informative.  
 

A second book is titled ..hello 
Cousin...this is Subway, by William H. 
Brunner. The book, self published, is a 
remembrance by the author of his experi-
ences with the 109th during the Korean 
War call-up. It is an interesting, gossipy 
book of his recollections of his time in the 
109th.  
 
A third book by Col Jim Michaud is titled 
MadDogs and Mustangs: A Fighter  
Pilots Story. It is the story of Col 
Michaud’s recollections of his WWII experi-
ences with the 86th Fighter-Bomber Group 
in Italy and France. 
 
A fourth book in our library is One Step 
Forward: The Life of Ken Dahlberg. It is 
the story of a fighter ace, Minnesota Air 
Guardsman and businessman. Ken served 
in the 109th for a few years following WWII 
as squadron commander. His book is, also, 
for sale in the gift shop in the museum. 
 
Check out our library. There are many 
interesting books about the history of avia-
tion in Minnesota and in the U. S. 
 
Walt Foster and Lew Winker are our vol-
unteer librarians. Ask them what we have 
in our library.  
 
If anyone has their story that has been 
published or self published the Museum 
would like to have a copy for its collection. 

Speedway Field - 1921 

The 109th Aero Squadron (MN NG) Field Training at Speedway Field - 1922  

The 133rd AW Base today 

Hoyt Warren’s P-51B Recon Aircraft 
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 Emil served his country in the Air Force and has 
been a great volunteer for over 5 years . His 
expertise has been very valuable at the  
Museum.  He is currently the crew chief on the 
C-131 Samaritan. He is very proud of his  
airplane and would be happy to sit down and 
talk to you about it. 
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 Bob, has been on the board since his election in 2004 and 

served as treasurer since 2006. He has brought much 
experience to the board and the museum. Bob has had a 
great interest in the entire Fort Snelling/Mendota area for 
many years. He was instrumental in transferring the Sibley 
House to the MHS and organizing the Friends of the 
Sibley House which he now serves as President. His ex-
pertise and knowledge was welcomed by the Museum 
board. As an attorney Bob has been very helpful to the 

foundation and the museum. 
Robert A. Minish, Treasurer  
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The replica of the “Jenny” reconstructed by sev-
eral museum volunteers is the first mission air-
craft of the 109th Aero Squadron (MN NG). It is 
currently hanging in the atrium of the Minnesota 
History Center in St. Paul. 

���� ��!�������*����	�+��� �

����������	
����
���������
������������

��	� ������� ������ ��	���� ��� ������
��������� ���� ������ ��� ���� � ������

!����� ��� "�#$���� "�#��� %��������
������ &����� &��� '�� (�� !�
�� ������

��� )� �� ���� #���� ��� #���� ���� *������
+������ ��� � �� � ���"��� �#���������
,��$����� ��
$��	� ��� �� ��������
#������� $������ ��	���� !�������� ����
������������� ���� ��-��������� !������
'�� ��./�� ��� ��$����� ����
�
���� ���
���� ���������� "�������� � ����� ���
���� ������� ��� ����  ���� ��!����� ���
�$$�	� ���&���������� ���� �� !�������
��� !������ ��� ,��� � ���� ��!������
�������� ���������� ,�0 ����� ��������
&�����
� 1�� �����#� ���� 2��� ��������
&���� �
� ��� � ������ ,��� �� ���������������
,�0 ����� ��������� ���#� ��� &����������� 3�� ��� ��� �� � ������ 4������
����������
�*����+������#��������	�#����� !!���� �� �����!��-��������
!��������5�����#��/����4����-������ 
6 ������#��� ��� 
��� ���� ���
	����� ��� !�
��� ������� �� ���$�!������ ��$ ������� ���� ���� ���$�
���� ��� �����������������
���������������������-�� ����������������
����������,����� ��!����

����������������7/������# ����!��-�����
��!����������������8�����!���������$�������(��!�

� ���������� ����
�6 ������  ����� &����� &��� ''�� #���� ��� #��� !������ ��� �!��-�� � �	�
������������&������1������(��#���!����������������! ��-��� �	�� �����
����+������&�������������������
����-�!�������9���( ��!����� ������
$��-�������$����������������,���� ���� ������������ ����

Emil Quasabart  

   We would like to acknowledge and thank 
all those who have contributed to the Min-
nesota Air National Guard Historical Foun-
dation and Museum. Through your support, 
we are able to perpetuate the heritage of 
the Minnesota Air National Guard.  
 
Monetary Donations:�
· Paul Esparza 

· Joe “Buzz” Meighen 

· Anthony Bour 

· Thomas Cook 

· Robert Schaumann 

· Robert F. Petersen 

· Gary Anderson 

· Ronald Glaeser 

· Joseph Micallef 

· Sam Fudenberg 

· Nick Modders 

· William Stubkjaer 

· Kenneth Wofford 

· David Eide 

· Ron Kaup 
Memorials in Honor of Maureen A. Hunt, COL 
USAF (Ret): 
· Col. Robert E. Eriksen 

· Family and Friends 

· Julie Eszlinger Jensen 

· Russell Jensen 
 

Memorial in Honor of Shirley Knight: 
· Col. Robert E. Eriksen 
 

Donation to Honor C. J. Michaud COL USAF 
(Ret): by his daughter Carol Faust 
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Minnesota Air Guard Museum 
 

PO Box 11598 
St. Paul, MN 55111-0598 

 
Phone: 612-713-2523 
E-mail msp04332@isd.net 

From the Past... 

Winter 2008 
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Member AAM 

Speedway Field - the Minnesota Air National Guard’s First Home 
(Today it is the ramp of the 934th AW) 


